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INEO OCT-OI ARA-IO 10-13 EUR-I2 HA-05 ISO-00 AID-05 
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R 19I1I4Z JUL 78 
PM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
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INEO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION USUN 
USINT HAVANA 

CONPIDENTIAL GABORONE 2233 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR BC CU 

SUBJ: CUBAN VISIT TO BOTSWANA 

REF: (A) GABORONE 2043, (B) GABORONE 1997 

1. CUBAN ROVING AMBASSADOR ALIPIO ZORILLA VISITED GABORONE 
DURING WEEK OF JULY 10 POR AN "EXCHANGE OP OPINION" WITH 
GOB OPPICIALS ON NAM ISSUES AND THE GENERAL SITUATION IN 
APRICA. ACCORDING TO DAILY NEWS ARTICLE, ZORILLA WAS RECEIVED 
BY MINISTER OP PUBLIC SERVICE AND INPORMATION KWELEGOBE 
ACTING POR EXTAPP MIN MOGWE WHO WAS OUT OP TOWN. DURING HIS 
VISIT, ZORILLA REPORTEDLY ASSERTED THAT CUBAN SUPPORT POR 
NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IS "NOT NEGOTIABLE" AND THAT 
CUBA INTENDS TO STEP UP SUCH ASSISTANCE IN NAMIBIA AND RHODESIA. 
WITH REGARD TO BOTSWANA/CUBA RELATIONS, ZORILLA REPORTEDLY 
TOLD DAILY NEWS THAT THIS WILL DEPEND "ON PUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
OP OUR RELATIONS". 
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2. DAILY NEWS ARTICLE ASSERTED THAT CUBA’S AFRICAN POLICY 
HAS "ADDED TENSION ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE" AND THAT 
"RELATIONS BETWEEN US AND CUBA CONTINUE TO DETERIORATE 
BECAUSE OP THIS INFLEXIBILITY". ARTICLE WENT ON TO NOTE THAT 
CUBAN AID IS SELECTIVELY CHANNELED TO CERTAIN AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
ON BASIS OP "SO-CALLED PROLETARIAT (SIC) INTERNATIONALISM". 
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3. PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNSELOR CHARLES TIBONE 
TOLD US JULY 17 THAT ZORILLA ALSO BELATEDLY DELIVERED EORMAL 
INVITATION TO GOB EOR BOTSWANA DELEGATES TO ATTEND HAVANA 
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT GOB 
TEMPORARILY CONFISCATED PASSPORTS OP MARXIST BOTSWANA NATIONAL 
PRONT MEMBERS WHO HAD RECEIVED INVITATIONS AND AIR TICKETS 

EOR PESTIVAL DIRECTLY PROM SOVIET EMBASSY HERE. (REPTELS) 

TIBONE TOLD US THAT RELATED CUBAN EPPORT TO INVITE BOTSWANA 
DELEGATES THROUGH GOB, AS IS NORMAL PRACTICE HERE, WOULD NOT 
INPLUENCE GOB DECISION TO BOYCOTT FESTIVAL. 

4. COMMENT: ZORILLA RECEIVED A DECIDEDLY COOL RECEPTION IN 
GABORONE AS DEMONSTRATED BY THE UNPAVORABLE REPERENCES TO 
CUBAN POLICY IN APRICA WHICH APPEARED IN DAILY NEWS ACCOUNT 
OP HIS VISIT. ZORILLA'S VERY CAUTIOUS RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON 
POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF CUBA/BOTSWANA RESIDENT RELATIONS 
INDICATES THAT RUMORED ARRIVAL OP CUBAN AMBASSADOR MAY HAVE 
BEEN INDEPINITELY POSTPONED. VISIT ALSO PROBABLY DID LITTLE 

TO CHANGE WIDESPREAD SKEPTICISM AMONG GOB OPPICIALS CONCERNING 
CUBA'S NON-ALIGNED CREDENTIALS, ALTHOUGH THIS WAS ALMOST 
CERTAINLY ONE OP ZORILLA'S PRIMARY OBJECTIVES. IN PACT, OUR 
CONVERSATIONS WITH TIBONE AND OTHER GOB OFPICIALS INDICATE 
THAT SOVIET/CUBAN ATTEMPT TO CIRCUMVENT GOB AND SHOWER BNP 
WITH INVITATIONS TO HAVANA HAS BEEN A CLEAR, AND POSSIBLY 
LASTING, SETBACK EOR THEIR RELATIONS WITH BOTSWANA. 
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